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Wastepickers protest open
disposal of sanitary pads

hoto

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: Wastepickers on Friday
expressed concern over dispos-
al of sanitary pads/diapers
and said that it was the respon-
sibility of the manufacturers
and municipal corporation to
ensure that the products were
disposed off in a responsible
manner. -

Asamark of protest, waste-
pickerssentboxesof used sani-
tary padsto the corporate offic-
es of manufacturing
companies. “We will continue
this form of protestif the com-
panies ignore our demands.
Our health and hygiene should
‘be a priority too for these com-
panies,” said Baby Mohite, a
member of Solid Waste Collec-
tion and Handling (SWaCH).

“l provide waste picking
service to about 70-80 house-
holds as well as two ladies” hos-
tels. It is nauseating to handle
such waste,” said Pramod Kam-
*ble, another member of
SWaCH). : :

- SWaCH is a wholly-owned
cooperative of self-emploved
waste pickers/waste collectors

and other urban poor. It is an -

autonomous enterprise that
provides front-end waste man-
agement services to the citi-
zens of Pune. -

Anita Dake, a wastepicker
from Pimpri-Chinchwad area
said, “It is theresponsibility of
the municipal corporation as
wellasthemanufacturing com-
panies to ensure that these
products are disposed of re-
sponsibly.”

Sharing the view, Rekha
Sakpal, a wastepicker working
in Pimpri-Chinchwad said,
- “These companies spend so
much money on research to
make the napkins comfortable
for women to use. Why can’t

“they spend some money to en-

surethat the same are wrapped
and disposed of properly?”

“If each pad is wrapped in
an identifiable pouch, we won’t
even have to open it. SWaCH
members, who are old and un-
able to work any more, make
such pouches (ST Dispo bags)
andsellthematanominal price
of Re 1. Companies should at-

-tach these pouches to their san-

itary pads, that way our old

members too will be supported -

financially and we won’t have
to handle the soiled pads,” said
Mangal Kamble, a SWaCH
member from Hadapsar.
*SWaCH sells about 20,000 to
25,000 ST Dispo bags every
month. However, each month
4-5lakhsanitary padsarebeing
disposed as per SWaCH. The
gap between the two is wide.
Citizen and entrepreneur
Mruga Kirloskar, a regular us-
er of SWaCH ST Dispo bags,
said “I wholly support the ini-
tiative. I promote the use of
these bags among my friends.

. environmental

Asaresponsiblecitizen,Ifeelit
ismy duty tobe accountablefor
the manner in which I dispose
my waste.”

This campaign has been en-

~ dorsed by organisations across

the country. The Centre for En-
vironment and Education has
written to companies suggesti-
ng a partnership to implement
a pilot programme where sani-

" tary pads and diapers would be

sold along with an identifiable
disposalbag. -

Office bearersof Parisar,an
organisation
state, “Wastepickers in the
course of sorting through the
garbage for recyclable prod-
ucts inadvertently handle
these soiled napkins with their
bare hands. This is entirely un-
acceptable. A simple solution
that has been shown to work is
to include a disposable bag
with the sanitary napkin. This
will allow for easy identifica-
tionand handling.”

Janwani, a social initiative
of the Mahratta Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and
Agriculture, too has written to
the manufacturing companies
questioning them about the ef-
fortsthattheyhavetakenorare
planning to take in relation to
the issue of disposal of sanita-
ry pads.

Stree Mukti Sanghatana, a
women’s organisation and a
member of the Alliance of Indi-
an Wastepickers, while sug-
gesting the elimination of plas-
tic from sanitary pads to make
them compostable and recycla-
ble, stated, “Sanitary pads and
diapers should be sold along
with disposable bags that are
made by women from the
slums. That way, the products
are truly by women, for women
and to protect the health of
women.”
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